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INTRODUCTION
What is the purpose of the Strategic Plan?

This Strategic Plaprovidesa frameworkfor Downton Parish Coundi continue toworkin the best interests of all who live avorkin the
parish Itsetsouti KS t | NA &K Ofi 2 &y OLX Qh¥e@yearsAndindluleS actioSsthdt yet completed from the previous plan

Why do we need a Strategic Plan?

The Strategic Plan helps ensure that the Parish Councéintakea planned aproachon achievingts developmentpriorities, maintaining its
existing facilities and servicesetting its budgetsprioritising itsresourcesand achieving value for money

Overview of the Parish Council

Downton Parish Council is responsible for thkofwving facilitiesand servicesn
the parish

1 Playgrounds at the Memorial Gardens, the Moot Lane Recreation
Ground, the Charlton All Saints Playground dreinew playground at
Wick Lane

Charlton
Al ~ Standlynch

1 DowntonMemorial Centre(which is managed by a separate
ManagementCommitteg

Downton

1 Downton Cemetery in Barford Lane

1 Allotments(which are managed by the Downton Allotment and Leisure
.
Gardeners Associatijn

91 Areas of public open space such as The Borough Greens

1 The public toilets



1 The minor repa and cleaning of bushglters
1 Provision andemptying oflitter and dog waste bins
1 Street cleaning

The Parish Council also looks after the interests of the parish where empowered to do so, bringing any other needsishtteetpar
attention of the relevant authority It responds to onsultation documents and requests from a diverse raofjether bodies and authorities
whichincludes commentingp the Local Planning AuthorityViltshire Council, on each and every planning applicatidhe parish

Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhoo Plan for the parish, which was created by a team of volunteers, evidenced through numerous community consultation
exercises and endorsed by the Parish Council, was put to a referendum in November 2016 which achieved a majority endotsement

higher han average percentage of the village taking part. It was formally adopted by Wiltshire Council in Januahjti2@igh it remains an
AYyTEdzSyO0S 2y LI IFYyyAy3a LW AOIGA2yas AlG A& y2 f 2yrnalinNg lad®syppl. RS NS R

tF NARAK / 2dzyOAf Qa 5S@SEt2LIYSYyd t NA2NRGASE
The following prioritiegpply during the timeframe of this Strategic Plan:

1 To work in partnership with Wiltshire Council, the schools and local organisations to build a strong communiigirdath community
cohesion

1 To work in partnership with the Headacher and Governors of Downton Primary Schodarteure that all children of primary school
age living in Downton parish are given a right of entry to Downton Primary School

1 To address potatial loss of facilities where possible

1 To continue to implement the priorities of the Downton Neighbourhood Plan
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About the village

about downton
Demography(needs updating)

1 3,073 people at last Census (2011)

1 Slightly more males than females (1504: 1569)

1 Of which 2519 are adults

i Ofthese 1672 live as part of a couple

9 388 are over 7% approx. 12%

1 Approximately 1,346 households of which 961 have
RSLISYRSyid OKAfRNBY I yR
van

1 2807 describe themselves as English

1 2,947 describe themselves of fair or better ltba

9 2,188 own their own homes

Landscape

1

River Avon running North/South which created the wide flat
valley within which the Parish is situated

Includes the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Cranborne Chase

Mostly fields and small woodlands outsithe small built up
areas

Part of the floodplain is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (S
Surrounded by downland best views are from Barford Lane,
the Avon Valley footpath and Wick Lane

Central area of Downton desighated as a Conservation Area
1973, containing over 85 listed buildings

Description

Although all part of the Parish, the area includes significantly differe
characteristics depending on location. The small hamletaxfdbynch
includes Standlynch Farm, Trafalgar House and a small number of
houses; within Downton Village there is a traveller site at Lode Hill;
Moot Lane and several small side roads of housing built in the secga
half of the last century including a cotep for older people; the
Borough and parts of the A338 with several thatched cottages and
older buildings; relatively new housing\atest Wick and Charlotte
Place and the Charles Church developmetiter areas of housing
built in the second half of theat century at Greenacres and off Mari
Avenue and then, along the A338 to CharkiftSaints where most of
the housing is older style.

Facilities
I Downton has over 30 clubs and societies
There are

9 three pubs

1 threechurches

9 apreschool, a primary school and a secondary
school

I A Business Park (although most of the employe

live outside the Party

A public library

A surgery

A dentist

A Coop and several small shops

A Leisure Centre and Sports Club
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What has informed the Plan?

The Parish Councd here to represent the views of the Pariand to undertake local activities in the best interests of the residents of the

Parish This Strategghouldtherefore be based on knowledge of the views of reside®2 gy 12y t I NA&AK [/ 2dzy OAf A& |
which means that it sets its owavel of local taxation for local households which is collected as part of the Council Tax. The budget for which
the Parish Council has responsibility is therefore paid by local people and accountable to local people. The way thsi tGeureil speds

this budget is transparent and available on the website but this Strategy helps to explain how the Parish Council makes alecig

financial and other activities

Over the pastightyears there have been several surveys which give a good iradiaaitihe views of residents. The following surveys and
evidence haeinformed this Strategy

1 The Village survey which took place in 2010

1 A Neighbourhood Plan survey asking for general views about what is important to residents took place in 2014

1 Another Neighbourhood Plan survey asking how much various statements were supported (which was based on the responses to the
2014 survey) took place in 2015

1 A Housing Needs survey took place in 2014

1 The Village Design Statement

Allthese are available as appendideshe Neighbourhood Plan and can be viewed on the websitevat..downtonfuture.org

The following pages identify what residents have expressed strong views about and what facts are known in relation to tBash.page is
followed by an action plan of activities which will be undertaken or facilitated by the Parish Counfiie topics cover: Housing, Buildings
and Facilities, Land and Environmei8ireet scene, traffi@nd security, Employment and Retail, Ecation and Health and Parish Council
Administration.


http://www.downtonfuture.org/

HOUSING

What people say

1 There is a lack of affordable housing

T t82LX S R2y Qi 6Lyl Fye ySé #

problems

1 All new buildings should adopt an approach to design and u
of materials which is compatible with the local environment

(as laid out in the Village Design Statement which was
developed in consultation with the community).

Whatis known abouii KS t I NA AKQa K2dzaAy 3o

1

The Core Strategy allocatéd0 extra homes to Downton which have now
been achieved

A quarter of respondents to the housing needs survey live in houses w
four or more bedrooms and over 85% live in owner occupied homes
Over 70% ofhose responding to the housing needs survey felt that the
most important type of new housing is affordable starter homes

In October 2013, there were 175 households on the Wiltshire Council
Housing Register seeking affordable accommodation in Downtonhparis
Developers are only required to make 30% of the development availab
as affordable housing in this area

An up to date Housing Needs Survey is planned for October 2021




Housing related action plan

Action By whom By when To achieve what? How will we know the Budget allocation
difference?
Review and revise the| PC/ NHDC | 2022 Local inflence on A revised Plan will be in | £1,000
NP housing development existence
Monitoring that building | NHDC Ongoing To ensure drainage | Drainage in new build

is being constructed
according to planning
applications for drainage
systems in new build
homes

constructed safely
with no adlitional
negative impact

homes will be compliant

with planning permission

Routine ongoing actions include

Review all planning applicatioasd make comment to Planning authority




Building and Facilities

What people say

1 The quality and availability of @mises for the community
should be improved

1 The loss of any post office in the village is regretted

T Community building should be supported and improved

ZKI
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The Memorial Hall rodfias been repairednd the redecoration of the
Centre has taken place

A Memorial Centre Committee now leases the extended building
The preschooloperates fromnew premisest the rear of the Centre
The Public Toilets are now managed by the Parish Council

The Football Cluhas updated and decorated the Sports Centre and t
Sherwood Rooms

The Leisure Centre is now run by a new manager




Buildings and Facilities Action Plan

Action By whom By when To achieve what? How will we know the Budget
difference? implication
Consult residents on the | PC End 2022 | To give opportunities to the | Wiltshire Council will registe
desire for the Parish community to have control | a list of assets if it is the
Council to eable the over changing facilities or | decision of the working
setting up of a working those where there is group to progress this
group to assess the potential to lose community
Community Rjhtto Buy facilities
opportunities for
Downton
Understand Wiltshire Parish Council | End 2022 | More flexibility in theuse of | The Library service will At least£1,000
| 2dzy OAf Qa LI the building. continue to be managed by | (not currertly in
library in order that the P( Increased opportunity to gait WC but the building will budget)
can onsider an action I ANF ya&G F 3 Ay become a Parish hub for
planto take overthe lease Community Funding information exchange and
of the library as a building availablity
asset
Support activities for Amenities October An event which brings youn¢ Reduced antisocial and £1,800(not
young peopleby holding 2022 people in the village and criminal behaviour by young| currentlyin
anevent surrounding area together | people budget)
Refurbish the public Amenities April 208 | High quality, efficient public | Visitors and residents will be £20,000(CIL
toilets toilet facility happy to use the facility monies from
Scotts House
Dev)

A maintenance Amenities ongoing To ensure safe and cost Parish assets will be £3,000 pa

programme will be in
placeas pat of ongoing

playgroundinspections

effective facilities

maintained in good order




Land and Environment

What people say

9 Sites of special scientific interest should be protected

9 Facilities in the Moot Lane recreational ground should be
improved

9 The use of natural energy is supported as long as it does|
damage the character of the area

1 There are not enough safe places to cygltew footpaths
and cycle ways should be developed

9 Additional recycling facilities should be provided for itemg
not collected through kerb side collections

2Kl G A& 1y26y loz2ddi GKS tFNRAKQA flyR |y

1 The Parish has responsibility for the cemetery and areas of open space including th
Moot Lane recreation ground.

1 Moot Lane recreation ground is subjdo conditions of a covenant which prevents
certain uses

1 Wiltshire Councihaveincreasel the type of recyclable materials that can be put into

kerb side collections

10



Land and Environment Action Plan

Action By whom By when To achieve what? How will we know the Budget
difference? implication
Purchase and install new Amenities 2023 To provide high quality | Increased use of play venues| Initial £70,000
playground equipment as a play equipment for from existing
result of consultation children of all ages s106 monies
Inter-generational planting of Amenities October 2022 Improve surroundings an¢ More trees and a community | £2,000 (not
fruit trees for a community create an opportunity for | orchard will exist within the | currently in
orchard all generations to work | village budget)
and learn together

Requestn updateand follow Amenities group| Dec 2022 A more sustainable The community will be aware | £500 (not
through a report from the community of actions they can take to | currently in
Downton Green Group to reduce waste and maintain th| budget)
establish actions and environment for the future
opportunities to reduce carbon
footprint of Downton Parish
Create& implement a Parish Council | May 2020 To increase community | A plan to reduce risk and £500 (not
community emergencplan to resilience improve community safety in | currently in
include snow, flood & cyber times of critical need will be in budget)
security plans together witta place
community emergency
volunteer team
Support the ceation of aplastic | Parish Council | October 2021 To reduce local impact on Fewer single use plastic itemg £50 (not
free communityby meeting costs our carbon footprint and | will be used locally currently in
of PFC steering group climate change budget)
Cortinuing support for Downton | Parish Council | July 2022 To improve community | Downton will have been £1,500

in Bloom

spirit and environment

recognised in the Britain in

Bloom scheme
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Routine ongoing actions includé€onsideration of increase in cemetery ojp@s Continue to maintain land owned by the ;FBEweekly

inspections of the play areas

Street Scengtransportand security

What people say

1 There is too much congestion on the A338

9 Parkings a problem in the villageadditional parking should
be available in the High Street and the Borough
1 There are too many lorries coming through the villggeeople

want the HGV ban enforced
9 There should be better public transport

Redlynch
Woodfalls
Village
centre
B3080

['THE BOROUCHY °

What is known abouti KS t I NAaKQa aidNBSi aoSySz GNI¥y

91 There is little monitoring of parking violations even if yellow lines are put in

1 The majority of children are bought to school in a car even when they live within one
mile of the primary school and most thfose cars return home again after dropping off
(i.e. are not on their way to work)

1 The land behind the coop and tl&oatpub is privately owned

1 Bus companies have previously stated that more frequent bus services are not finaf
viable

1 Public noticeboards social mediand local magazines are the main means of
communication between residents




Street Scene and security Action Plan

Action By whom By when To achieve what? How will we know the Budget
difference? implication

Consideration of the cost of Amenities ongoing Clarity about the financial A decision will exist about the| £500
cleaning and maintaining the cost of maintaining future responsibility of the PC
pathways, pavements and riversid pathways pavements and to fund/undertake the
working with Walking group, riverside cleaning of these facilities
Downton Society and Rights of wa
group.
Support the Primary School to Amenities June 2@2 Safer environment for schoo| An advisory speed limit will b¢ £1,000(not
AYAGALFGS + Wun ] children and carers during | in place and adhered to. currently in
speed limit in the Borougit drop off and pick up times. budget)
requested by he Primary School
{ dzLJLI2 NI G KS Wi 21 Parish Council Dec 202 Less congestion and safer | HGV restriction will be
monitoring HGV restrictions and | and volunteer passage along the Borough | adhered to fully
establish plan to work together support
With new ownership of th&oat Parish Counci| October 202 | To increase parking spaces | Clarity about whether land

pub, nvestigate oppaunities for
increased parkintp the rear of the

pub

and reduce unsafe parking

currently privately owned can
be used for additional parking

Routine ongoing actions includ€ontinuingto work with Highways to review rural roads and village centre;ihigith local police to maintain
diligence oveanti-socialbehaviour The regular inspection and maintenance of 11 bus shelters
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Employment and Retec™

What people say

The expansion of the Business Park is supported

There is support for businesses and commercial expang

to maintain a thrisng economy
The High Street shoysat have closedre missed

Superfast broadband is still not available in all areas of

Parish

T

E ]

What is known aboutK S t F NA aKQa SYLX 2@8YSyid FyR NBGL

Any expansion of the Business Park area would need to tteethlorth on land which is
owned by the Longford Estate which does not support expansion

There are vacancies in the Business Park

The public subsidy of the Leisure Cerigrsubject to reductiosin funding.

The High Street grocery shop has had severahgts at viability but hasemained
unrepaired following a fire

The shop on the corner of the high street near the Wooden Spoon has now had
permission to be converted to residential accommodation

14




Employment and Retail Action Plan

Action By whom By when To achieve what? How will we know the Budget
difference? implication
Continue to work with BT | Parish Council | Dec 203 Superfat broadband availability / £  NAG& 2 7F
to maximise the 0 KNR dza3K 2 dzii ( K § and how the PC can
implementation of residential areas influence this will be
superfast broad band for understood
homeworking
Enabling the setting up of | Parish Council | Dec 203 Good conmunication The working group meeting £250(not
a group to work with the | working with opportunities with all will be regularly well currently in
Business Centre, schools | jnterested businesses and the schools of | attended and businesses | budget)

and retail/business outlets
to maximise
communication with the
Parish Council and
increase employment and
leisure potential
opportunities¢ not
necessarily a Councillor
group but supporting

residents with report to P(

residents

the area to maximise potential
for a strong local economy and
apprenticeships

will see this as a key way 0
communicating
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Education and Health

What people say

1 People wanto be able to make an appointment quickly with a doator
any future plans to increase the surgery services or premises should
supported

1 People agree that there should be support for public funding for the
retention and improvement of the Leisure Ceat

2Kl G A& 1y26y loz2dzi GKS tFNA&EKQA SRdzO G A

1 The Leisure Centre would need to be returned to its previous state (i.e. removal of t
solar panels) if it were to close. This is likely to cost in exce€O@iGD

1 The surgery has stated thatey would be willing to increase the number of GPs but
that, currently, they have in excess of the required number for the population.

1 The Primary school has an admissions policy that prioritises local chaddeimas space
available
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