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Police use of Taser and Body Worn Video Cameras

Wiltshire Police currently has 160 Tasers and is offering instruction to officers who successfully
apply for additional training in an effort to help maintain public and officer safety by making a
greater number of the existing devices able to be deployed at any one time.

Tasers are used by trained Police Officers in a number of ways, many of which involve no direct
physical force to be used on a person. They can be drawn from the holster, aimed at the subject,
have the ‘red dot’ pointed at the subject with the laser sight or activated so that an electric current
is ‘arced’ at the front of the device, all of which can resolve incidents. Home Office figures released
last week showed a drop in the number of times Tasers were discharged nationally.

Chief Constable Mike Veale said: “The use of Taser has been widely debated and | have carefully
considered the options. | feel that by giving officers the option to carry Taser we are giving them
the choice to use the tools available to us at this time to keep both keep the public and themselves
safe.

“‘However, let me make it clear that | see the rollout of Tasers as a preventative measure not an
aggressive tool. | also want to make it clear that it is not a tool to default to at the earliest
opportunity; it needs to be used with precision, wisdom, proportionality and measure. | want to
have the right resources in the right place at the right time with the right skills and accreditation to
deal with the threat, risk and harm faced within communities.

“‘We constantly assess the current risk and threat in the county and | believe that it is the right
time to increase the training in Taser and in turn, increase our capacity. Although Wiltshire is one
of the safest counties in the country, we still face a rise in violent crime and the threat of terrorism
remains very real throughout the UK. Taser can be used effectively as a deterrent or as a way of
ending a violent situation where someone is at risk of harm.”

In addition to increasing Taser capability, Wiltshire Police is rolling out body-worn cameras to front
line officers and staff. Many of you may have already seen a number of our officers sporting the
new body worn video cameras.

Mr. Veale said: “This new investment in body-worn video cameras will help us transform the way
we work, allowing our officers and staff to do their jobs serving the communities of Wiltshire and
Swindon with greater confidence and security.

“Our police officers and staff put themselves into volatile and dangerous situations every day and
these cameras should not only act as a deterrent to those who may wish to cause them harm, but
can also be used as valuable evidence when officers and staff are subjected to violence and
abuse.

“It should also give the public greater confidence in our professionalism and, on the rare occasions
where our service does not live up to our high standards, allow us to take action and learn from
any errors or mistakes.

“These cameras are as much about the officer behind the camera as the person in front of it. They
will help ensure Wiltshire Police continues to provide the high standards of service that both the
Force and the people they serve expect.”



Report for Parish Councils — Downton Rural Beat - May 2017

(Britford, Coombe Bissett, Downton, Odstock and Redlynch)

Current local Policing Priorities

Ongoing Non-dwelling Burglary series
Targeted patrols following recent series of overnight burglaries to sheds/ outbuildings and
linked thefts of garden power tools. Recent offences —

11/04/17 — Standlynch Farm — radiator and batteries stolen from farm shed

25/04/17 — Wick Lane Allotments, Downton — large number of sheds entered

25/04/17 — Barnaby Close, Downton — tools stolen from garage

28/04/17 — Gravel Close, Downton — building site entered, fuel and batteries stolen
30/04/17 — Drove Close/ Salisbury Rd, Coombe Bissett — sheds entered, nothing stolen

Police Officers are carrying out stop/checks and searches of any suspicious vehicles and/
or persons, patrols to focus on areas close to county boundary.

Local officers are holding regular intelligence sharing meetings with colleagues from
Hampshire and Dorset to co-ordinate our investigations.

Thefts of tools from vans

Additional targeted patrols and crime prevention advice in response to increase in thefts
from vans. Offenders may be using ‘skeleton key’ or other device available via internet to
gain access to vans. Consider fitting additional security to vans containing high value tools.
Recent offences —

27/04/17 — The Borough, Downton — damaged caused in attempt to enter van
01/05/17 — Barnaby Close, Downton — disc cutter stolen from works van

Local Police Contacts

PCSO Matt SMITH — matthew.smith@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Pc Matt HOLLAND — Community Policing Co-ordinator

CPTSouthWiltshire@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Messaging — for emailed updates sign up at www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk
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